
 
Death is a reality we all experience: 
 
Þ Death came because of ___________ (Genesis 2:16-17). 
 
 Genesis 3:21-24 
 
 
Þ _________________ and _____________________ come because 

of death (John 11:17-22, 31-33). 
 
 
Þ Jesus _________ because of sin’s consequences (John 11:35). 
 
 
 
Jesus reverses death’s grip on us: 
 
Þ The tomb’s ________________ is rolled back (John 11:38-42). 
 
 
Þ Jesus calls forth Lazarus, and he ___________ (John 11:43-44). 
 
 
Þ Jesus is the ___________________________________ and the life 

(John 11:25). 
 
 
Þ Be _____________________________ to the One who has super-

natural life and you live forever (Revelation 21:3-4). 
 
 
 

Get rid of sin and you get rid of death! 

 
 
I recently attended a seminar at Great Lakes Christian College        
addressing the topic of how to  help people deal with grief. This    
seminar was led by Don Stowell, Minister of the Lockland Christian 
Church in Cincinnati. Among other things, he noted that sometimes 
people will say to those grieving loss, “God needed another angel.” 
While this might be comforting to hear or to say, is this true? In his 
book, Heaven(2004), Randy Alcorn observes that this question is often 
asked in relation to children who die. There is something about the 
image of a pure white-clothed angel with wings and a halo that     
depicts the goodness of a person. The Bible’s answer to the question, 
“Will we become angels when we die?” is no. 
 
Death is a relocation of the same person from one place to another. 
The place changes, but the person remains the same. The same    
person who becomes absent from his or her 
body becomes present with the Lord, as the 
Apostle Paul notes in 2 Corinthians 5:8, when he 
says, We are confident, I say, and would prefer 
to be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord.  The person who departs is the one 
who goes to be with Jesus, as Paul notes when 
he says, I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far 
(Philippians 1:23). 
 
Angels are angels. Humans are humans. Angels 
are beings, created by God, with their own histories and memories, 
with distinct identities, reflected in the fact that they have personal 
names, such as Michael and Gabriel. Under God’s direction, they 
serve us on Earth (Hebrews 1:14). Michael the archangel serves under 
God, and the other angels, in various positions, serve under Michael 
(Daniel 10:13; Revelation 12:7). 
 
The Bible tells us that we are not angels when we die. In fact, we are 
superior to angels because we will have a part in the judgment of 
angels. In 1 Corinthians 6:3 we read: Do you not know that we will 
judge angels? How much more the things of this life!  People have a 
different role in God’s creation. Angels are ministering spirits. We are 
flesh and blood. When we die, our souls will go to God for judgment, 
but we will not change into angels. Being superior to angels is an   
honor God has bestowed upon us. We won’t be angels, but we’ll be 
with angels—and that’ll be far better. 
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